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Get Ready For Summer! 


BY RANDY STERN 


After months of near-record snowstorms, icy 
roads and sidewalks, parking restrictions, packed 
emergency rooms, and auto body shops...sum- 
mer is finally upon us. 

At least, it is within reach! 

Iam sure that our favorite meteorologists will 
continue to remind us of potential near-record 
flooding across our region. That, after the record 
snowfalls and such. I believe in being the optimist 
and not have the pall of the near-record snow 
melt turn into more of a severe consequence to 
ruin your upcoming plans this summer. 

Can someone please remind me who Murphy 
is and why that person’s laws can do a number to 
our collective emotional health? 

We try our best to put a smile on your face, 
hope in your life, and ideas to look forward to. 
Hence why this Summer Preview issue is exactly 
what you need right now! 

Summers are not just for Pride events. We 
always find ourselves enjoying a local festival, an 
art fair, and the many available activities that are 
within reach from our homes. It is a celebration 
of the sun, blue skies, and simply being outdoors! 

I know, I’m being maybe a bit too optimistic. 


We know that we'll get our share of rainstorms, 
thunder, and lightning. Maybe some extreme 
weather event. Plus, the humidity, the mosqui- 
toes... 

Ahem! 

Let me go back to being optimistic. We have a 
lot to look forward to. That is why we compiled a 
list of festivals and other summer activities to put 
on your calendar in the coming months. 

One specific stop to make this summer is on 
Grand Avenue in Saint Paul. Grand Old Day is 
back after a pause due to the pandemic. Having 


these great civic gatherings back on our calen- 
dar is one sign of our return to a semblance of 
normal. 

Another sure sign that summer is almost 
here is to participate in the Walk To End HIV, put 
on by Rainbow Health. This one is a special one 
since it will mark Rainbow Health’s 40th Anniver- 
sary. In this issue, we tell its story and invite you 
to walk — and raise funds — against a virus that 
continues to shadow our community. 

The summer professional sports franchises 
are now underway with their respective sea- 
sons. Minnesota United FC is a team that has 
embraced our community among its loyal fans 
going back when they were called the Thunder 
playing in one of lower leagues of soccer in this 
country. They are ready to welcome us again in 
June. We're going to talk about all of this in hopes 
you can cheer for the Loons at Allianz Field in 
Saint Paul. Don't forget your Pride themed scarf 
and t-shirt! 

Rest assured; summer is coming! Do you 
have your summer wear, shoes, and skincare 
products ready? I hope so! You're going to need 
them soon! Ё 
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The Naked Truth 


There was some grumbling when such a 
young man was chosen for the commission; 
twenty-six! Oh well, the intended block of Carr- 
ara marble was flawed-other sculptors had taken 
whacks, deemed it unusable, and the discarded 
lump had lain outdoors for twenty-five years. 
And, one had to admit, a couple of years back he 
had carved that Pietà... 

Michelangelo considered the lump, used his 
knowledge of form and scale, assessed the mar- 
ble's flaws, made his first hammer-strike in 1501, 
and in 1504 brought forth David. 

Intended originally to be one of a series of 17 
Old Testament figures placed high in the but- 
tress of the Cathedral of Florence, David, at 17- 
foot and six tons, was too tall, too heavy-and just 
too magnificent; the populace wanted him closer, 
anyway, and he was given street prominence 
at the Piazza della Signora, taking four days to 
move the half mile from the sculptor's workshop. 

He's been on display ever since, now recog- 
nizable to countless thousands of all ages, around 
the whole wide world. We might discuss David's 
contrapposto stance, his confident, almost casual 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


pre-battle attitude, note that Goliath's head, evi- 
dence of ultimate victory is not in evidence, and 
so on. But for this discussion, David's one salient 
point is that he is naked: or, if you will, “in-the- 
buff," *à poil," *naked as a jaybird." 

Nakedness of course horrified Queen Victo- 
ria; when she was gifted a replica, she ordered a 
plaster fig leaf cast for modesty (it's still on dis- 
play at the Victorian and Albert Museum). 

More recently, at a school in Tallahassee, 
Florida, David's nudity occasioned the resigna- 
tion of a school principal after the sculpture's 
photo was shown to sixth graders in a class on 
Renaissance Art. The principal had forgotten to 
send postcards to parents warning of the nudity, 
and was offered the choice of being fired or re- 
signing. 

According to ex-principal Hope Carrasquilla 
(who forgot to post those cards), two parents 
were upset not to have been notified, while an- 
other called nakedness akin to pornographic. 
Barney Bishop III, chair of the school board, told 
NPR, "It's not the showing of the picture, it's the 
process. Parents are entitled to decide whether 


any topic, any subject, any use of particular sensi- 
tive words are going to be discussed in the class- 
room." 

How curious. David has been taught before; 
Tallahassee Classical is a Hillsdale College cur- 
riculum school required to teach Renaissance Art 
in sixth grade. Class schedules are available on 
the school website, readily available for parents 
to judge, or for administrators to flag sensitive 
topics. 

But that's not our bailiwick. Consider rather, 
that the week following the Florida kerfuffle, 
tourists-many Americans on spring break- 
were drawn in droves to Florence's Galleria 
dell'Accademia to see David, and to take selfies 
in front of him, while Dario Nardella, mayor of 
Florence, and museum director Cecilie Hollberg 
issued invitations for Carrasquilla and the school 
community to come and see the sculpture for 
themselves. ^We are talking about the roots of 
Western culture, and ‘David’ is the height,” as- 
serted Hollberg. 

One way or another, the light shines out. ll 
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OUR 


| TRAVEL 


When I'm visiting, say, Paris, or Rome, or Mil- 
waukee, and announce that I’m from Minneapo- 
lis, silence falls. Then someone hazards a guess: 
“Oh, the city with the famous car race?” 


Well, no. But that finally spurred me to visit the city that hosts the 
Indy 500 each May to set the record straight (and see what Га been 
missing: which is, a lot!) 

Here’s a teaser of what Indianapolis has to offer, starting with my chic 
hotel, The Bottleworks—a creative repurposing of what started life as a 
Coca Cola bottling plant. Now its marble and glazed white bricks anchor 
the city’s main shopping/dining artery, Massachusetts Avenue (just say 
“Mass Ave" to sound like a local). 

Across the street from the hotel, the plant’s former garage has been 
named (ready?) The Garage—a high-energy food court sporting dining 
options ranging from burgers to Brazilian, Indian to Italian and a whole 
atlas more. 

After a high-octane bite there, I headed off to a global collection of 
another sort: Newfields, a 150-acre nature park anchored by the Indiana 
Museum of Art. Greeting visitors is native son and artist Robert Indi- 
ana’s famous LO/VE sculpture. Which I do. 

I innocently asked a guard to steer me to the Renaissance paintings. 
Well, in a shake-up designed to open minds and forge new connections, 
they’re scattered everywhere. Wander into an exhibit called Power, and 
you'll discover an aristocrat painted in the Renaissance next to one of a 
Japanese god and another of an Italian saint. 

Don’t miss the gallery devoted to fashions by Indy homeboys Halston, 
Bill Blass and more. Or the special Monet immersion experience, with 
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montages covering four walls, floor and ceiling—putting you right in the 
swim with those waterlilies. 

The next morning, it’s off to White River State Park, but wait! It calls 
for an Uber, not a canoe. Aside the urban river rises the Eiteljorg, where 
more distinctive art awaits, starting with the compelling Depression-era 
social-realist photos of Dorotha Lange. The museum then shines a light 
on Western art, starting with those romanticized cowboys of painter 
Remington in deliberate (I’m convinced) contrast with the Read Deal: 
the stunning pottery, jewelry, weaving and painting masterpieces by Na- 
tive artists themselves. 


Continued on page 12 
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LET’S MAKE 
EVERY MOMENT 
A MASTERPIECE. 


Discover a vibrant arts scene in St. Pete/Clearwater. With over 

30 museums, 400 murals and multiple arts districts, inspiration 
is everywhere you look. Soak up the surrealism at the Salvador 
Dali Museum, gaze at glass installations at the Chihuly Collection 
and support local makers at independent art galleries. Come for 
America’s Best Beaches, stay for the astounding Arts Coast. 


Let’s shine—explore the arts at ArtsSPC.com 


ST.PETE 
CLEARWATER 
FLORIDA 
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I rested my brain by grabbing lunch there before heading across the street to the Indiana State 
Museum, which leads off with prehistoric skeletons, then fast-forwards to the Miami Indian tribe 
headed by a female chief, and the land grab and trail of tears soon to follow. Interactively, you’re 
invited to pack up a covered wagon—but if you keep the family china, will there still be room for 
the cornmeal and bacon? Try out a log splitter, aside one actually used by young Abe Lincoln, who 
spent time in Indiana. By the 20th century, we can view a “labor-saving” Women’s Friend washing 
machine and, entering the ’50s, a frilly prom gown and Cabbage Patch doll. 

And now for a museum of a different sort—one showcasing local author/hero Kurt Vonnegut. 
Follow his early writing for his high school newspaper, then his days a WW II prisoner of war in 
Dresden, Germany (documented in Slaughterhouse Five). One room is papered with reams of 
rejection letters; another reveals his typewriter, his specs, his clarinet (his friends included Miles 
Davis and Billie Holliday). A final Freedom of Speech room houses shelf after shelf of banned 
books. 

And yes, there’s a museum dedicated to another local boy who made good—our 23rd Presi- 
dent (I had to look it up, too: Benjamin Harrison). This lawyer, who became a brigadier general 
in the Civil War (with no experience whatsoever), when elected to national office served (who 
knew?) as a forward-thinker, creating national parks, the Coast Guard, and pensions for war vet- 
erans. He also added six states to the Union, and you'll hear all this from guides like Gary Smith 
(plus the President's own voice on an early gramophone) as you meander through the elegant 
16-room residence of 1884. 

Visiting the Fountain Square Theatre, in the so-named artsy neighborhood, you'll discover a 
grand 1928 silent movie theatre now used for lively swing dancing (crowds of 200 people) each 
Friday, plus vintage bowling alleys on upper floors, a boutique hotel, and rooftop patio where 
drinks and music complement the view. 

Then, on to the destination that anchors this city on global maps: the legendary Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway (tours around the 2 mile track available), where the cry “Start your engines!" 
rings out each Memorial Day weekend as the world watches the famous 500. A museum show- 
cases famous racing cars galore and heralds the evolution of tires, helmets, racewear, gear, and 
sponsors. 

Now to answer that vital question: Where to eat? Start your day at Gallery Pastry Shop, under 
the centerpiece snow-white tree trunk that shelters indoor tables, munching on a fluffy croissant 
or three, then graduate to its soul-warming shrimp & grits or opulent omelets. 

For dinner, grab a seat in the quirky, high-energy digs called Bluebeard, where vintage type- 
writers loom over the bar in homage to writer Vonnegut, where they shake his favorite cocktail, 
too. Entrees gambol from an imaginative beet tartare to rich salmon rillettes topped with pickled 
bacon fat; crab cakes dressed in pomegranate chili crisp; and on to pork loin, halibut and more. 

The intimate, cosmo setting of Beholden serves as Mecca for clever small plates such as a 
decadent spinach and artichoke bisque, Korean short ribs, and an inventive beet 'dirt' salad also 
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starring goat cheese. They're followed by 
steak frites (here the star is tuna, not beef), 
several actual beefsteaks, duck a lorange, and 
my choice, spaghetti with rabbit confit in chili 
tomato paste. For dessert, burnt banana ice 
cream with Parmesan and chili honey—which 
makes you realize you’re not back in Minne- 
sota. 

So many choices, so little time. As the song 
says, come “Back Home in Indiana.” Find out 
how at www. VisitIndy.com Ё 
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Tini 
Sleek Martini bar on Mass Ave, where 
drinks are strong and smart 
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Inside The Prom With 
Tyson Insixiengmai 


BY LAVENDER 


In the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre produc- 
tion of The Prom, local performer, creator, and 
artist Tyson Insixiengmai joins the cast as one 
of the Ensemble. We chatted with them to find 
out how they became a part of this production. 

“What’s so special about this production and 
performing in it is,” said Insixiengmai, “I be- 
lieve it’s the audiences that have been coming 
in so far. It has attracted so many folks who are 
touched by this story, and I think it’s so phe- 
nomenal to be able to perform it in Chanhas- 
sen.” 

“Every night my hope is that the story that 
I get to present on stage is touched by people 
who can also see themselves perform in an in- 
credible story like this,” said Insixiengmai. “As 
an Asian American and a queer person myself, I 
just hope that this also touches those folks who 
aren't able to see that in themselves. But to see 
someone like me on stage, they can see that 
they’re also possible of doing that.” 

As an artist and performer, Insixiengmai is 


finding their groove on the Chanhassen stage. 
“This is actually my second ever professional 
production that I’ve done on stage,” said Insix- 
iengmai. “This would be my second ever kind of 
theater experience that I’ve done before. What’s 
different is that I am able to give it all on stage. 
And with that being said, I hope that it transfers 
out into the audience because I view perfor- 
mance in music and acting in art as a language 
and it’s spoken universally, and I just hope that 
it translates with a lot of people.” 

We also asked Insixiengmai if they were 
cast in any role in The Prom, what role what 
they play? “I understudy Kevin,” Insixiengmai 
answered, “he is in the teen ensemble, but if it 
were to be anyone, I think it would be Alyssa 
Green. I deeply resonate with her character and 
how her story is transformed from the begin- 
ning to the end of the musical. She is brought 
up with her mother, Mrs. Green, and she just 
has to be perfect in her song. She is just every- 
thing that she needs to be for her mother, but at 


the end of the day, she just wants to be herself. 
And she gets that love and support from Emma 
and just wants to show her that she is there and 
that she is able to be who she is. And so I think 
Alyssa would be a great character to be.” 

The Prom is currently playing at the 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatre through June 10. 
To get your tickets, log on to www.chanhas- 
sendt.com 

Don't forget to bring your friends for a great 
and uplifting time with us in Chanhassen! ll 


“ROOSTERS 


" MEN'S GROOMING CENTER 


EVIVE. REFUEL. 


- Precision Haircuts 
- Color Treatments 
- Gift Cards Available 


Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center 


The West End 
1685 West End Blvd. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(763) 546-1140 


Minnetonka, MN 55345 
(952) 935-0505 


Download the Roosters app or book online at www.roostersmgc.com/locations 


6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 


1960 Donegal Dr. 
Woodbury, MN 55125 


(651) 348-6676 
Ў A+ 
BBB Rating 


f facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 
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This March, the Minnesota Opera, in collabora- 
tion with Theater Mu, brought the world premiere 
of The Song Poet to its newly opened Luminary 
Arts Center in the North Loop of Minneapolis. Re- 
ception has been incredibly positive, and it is easy 
to see why. The almost entirely Asian cast defies 
the operatic norm, the libretto and music are both 
written by women (Kao Kalia Yang and Jocelyn 
Hagen respectively), the music is unique for the 
genre, the staging includes stunning interpretive 
dance vignettes, and the writing never lets the 
heavy nature of the content get in the way of the 
beauty and whimsy of the storytelling. In short: 
it’s a breath of fresh air. 


The Song Poet follows the journey of librettist Kao Kalia Yang’s father, 
Bee (Museop Kim), from his boyhood through the joys and difficulties 
that bring him to an exhausted adulthood. As the title suggests, Bee 
considers himself a “song poet” and everywhere that he goes: from the 
beautiful green hills of war-torn Laos to a Thai refugee camp to a new life 
in Minnesota and back to Laos, a literal chorus follows him. Sometimes 
this chorus is dressed as mountains or clouds and sometimes they are 
machines, but always they give voice to the song Bee finds in his every 
surrounding. 

The Luminary Arts Center is a small venue, and, in many ways, it 
is the perfect venue for this kind of show. The stone and brick of the 
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Эрега Made In Minnesota 


BY BUER CARLIE 


тагы "Aat SAUNT OT be nu 


exposed wall behind the stage accentuates the green cut outs of Laotian 
mountains, which look like they were pulled directly from the pages of 
a children's book. Set design (Mina Kinukawa) is minimal and effective. 
The Minnesota home the Yang family moves into is barely the sugges- 
tion of a house: a neat square of beams topped with a triangle, the sug- 
gestion of a door and a window carved out by three more beams inside 
the overall square. Only once the girls are grown up do the sets begin to 
fill out with colorful iMac G3s and fully set banquet tables. 

This is an emotionally fraught story. Bee's father dies when he is two, 
his friend dies when Bee is still just a boy, and Bee has to navigate dif- 
ficulties familiar to many refugees: realizing it is unsafe to stay in his 


Continued on page 18 
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MINNESOTA 


A NIGHT IN THE TROPICS 
WITH CHARLES LAZARUS AND 
THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 
SAT JUN 3 8PM 


Sarah Hicks, conductor / Charles Lazarus, trumpet 
Tommy Barbarella, piano and keyboards 
Jeff Bailey, bass / David Schmalenberger, drums 


The Minnesota Orchestra's Charles Lazarus brings 
music inspired by the sultry melodies and evocative 
rhythms of Brazil, Cuba, Hawaii and more. Hear 
originals, music from the Buena Vista Social Club 
and a tribute to Antonio Carlos Jobim. 


DESSA WITH THE 
MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 
AUG 3-5 8PM 


Sarah Hicks, conductor 
Dessa, singer, rapper and writer 


Dessa returns to the stage with the Minnesota 
Orchestra for a powerful collaboration that 
transcends genre. With her charismatic wit, potent 
lyrics and an expressive alto voice, Dessa has 
earned a national reputation for crafting ambitious, 
multi-disciplinary live shows that move, entertain 
and surprise her audiences. 


F Get your tickets now! ў 


minnesotaorchestra.org 612-371-5656 ЕОС #mnorch 


All artists, programs, dates and prices subject to change. PHOTOS Lazarus: Travis Anderson Photo; Dessa: Sam Gehrke. 
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and left more than one audience member wip- 
ing their eyes when Bee finally leaves the two 
dogs behind. 

The Song Poet is also unique in that it in- 
corporates a significant amount of interpretive 
dance. One of the most impactful moments 
was a river crossing in which dancers struggle 
to make their way through two pieces of flow- 
ing fabric, juggling possessions and watching 
helplessly as their loved ones attempt their 
own crossings. Similarly, the brutality and 
monotony of factory work is told through a 
mechanized, percussive dance in the second 
act and Cheng Xiong and Elliana Vesely briefly 
embody Bee and Chue in a dance duet that 
summarized the love story that is central to 
The Song Poet. 

I am so happy to see Minnesota Opera ex- 
ploring stories like this one. This is a beautiful, 
innovative piece of opera that is a great repre- 
sentation of Minnesota theater at its best. Min- 


beloved home country, trying to make a life in a refugee camp, and eventually navigating a new 
home country where he and his family are consistently treated poorly by almost everyone: the 
welfare man, a woman in a grocery store, an employer- I am sure the list could have gone on. 
And yet amid all of this, The Song Poet relishes in moments of humor and whimsy. The au- books to theater-goers and there were lotus 
dience I was a part of especially liked the Minnesota-specific jokes in the second act. Chue’s seed cookies for sale at intermission. It was 
(Corissa Bussian) dream about getting a washing machine is proof that even practical dreams а thoughtful production with a diverse, repre- 
deserve arias expressed in sparkling vibrato. The simultaneously heart-rending and ridiculous sentative cast and crew. I look forward to more 
conversation between Bee and the dogs he befriended in the refugee camp is hilarious and silly ofthe same and similar in coming seasons. Ё 


nesota Opera collaborated with several local 
bookstores to bring copies of Kao Kalia Yang’s 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 
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in the Seward Co-op 
Creamery parking lot 
2601 E. Franklin Ave. 
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Three 
Decembers... 
In May 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


Three Decembers, opening May 12 at the Jungle 
Theatre, will be Skylark's 75th production. Seek- 
ing to make opera more accessible to wider audi- 
ences, they've adapted and abridged some of the 
more formidable elements of grand opera, creat- 
ing an intimate scale more welcoming to the first 
time opera-goer, while retaining the high musical 
and technical quality expected by the seasoned 
opera aficionado: the Chamber Opera. 


A further aid to accessibility is the Skylark for Seniors program, that 
brings performances out to senior-living communities for those unable to 
access a theater, and performing the programs as as concerts rather than 
operas. 
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Skylark gives voice to people and problems not usually found as standard 
grand opera themes. In addition to the Mitchell’s family turmoil in Three De- 
cembers, past productions have included As One's transgender protagonist, 
and Treemonisha’s examination of Black lives in the early 20th century. 

Three Decembers Director, Gary Briggle, talked recently with Lavender 
about the show and shared his history in the chamber opera field reach- 
ing back to 1975. After earning degrees in Bachelor of Music and Speech/ 
Theatre degrees from St. Olaf College, he was “incredibly fortunate" to be 
selected for the Minnesota Opera Company's resident ensemble, under the 
visionary guidance of H. Wesley Balk. 


Where did you go next? 

In 1982, I began the peripatetic life of the freelance artist, working with 
regional theaters and opera companies from Florida to Alaska. I established 
long-term artistic associations here in the Twin Cities, in Daytona Beach 
and West Palm Beach, Cleveland, Sacramento, Tucson/Phoenix and Mil- 
waukee over the years. My professional directing career began in 1979, and 
Гуе juggled singing, acting, directing and teaching for the past 48 years! 


What exactly is a "Chamber Opera"? 

A chamber opera is defined by its proportions: relatively small casts, 
often ten or fewer, no chorus, a similarly reduced instrumental accompani- 
ment, and designed to be performed in smaller theaters, typically for audi- 
ences of less than 300. 


What particularly drew you to Three Decembers? 

Three Decembers was on my radar because Га directed [composer] Jake 
Heggie’s masterpiece, Dead Man Walking. His musical language speaks to 
me deeply. 

Colleagues who'd performed Three Decembers recommended it to me, 
as interim artistic director of Skylark, knowing of my avid interest in new 
American operas and my search for entertaining, engaging chamber operas 
in English. As I studied the moving, accessible score, I felt it was perfect for 
Skylark, with a cast of three singers, the composer's reduced orchestration 
for two pianos, and a funny, truly touching libretto by Gene Scheer. 


l've seen Maddy described variously as "fading" 
or "twilight"- but all performers age, and Maddy 
must be doing something right to be nominated 
for a Tony. How do you see her, direct her? 

Madeline Mitchell is certainly a fascinating, complex character, charis- 
matic, sympathetic and infuriating-in other words, fully human. The role 
was originally written for the world- renowned mezzo-soprano Frederica von 
Stade, who premiered the opera [in 2008] when she was 63. 

The dramatic demands of the role are extensive, the vocal requirements 
only slightly less so, since the composer is writing here in a more musical- 
theater style. So, Maddy may be thought of as in her "twilight years" accord- 
ing to the age-ism against women so prevalent in the acting profession, but 
she's an undeniable artistic "force to be reckoned with," willing to tackle her 
first starring role in a Broadway musical late in her career, as, for example, 
did Hepburn, Bacall, Davis, and several of the original stars of Sondheim's 
Follies. 

Since the opera spans two decades, from 1986 until her unexpected pass- 
ing in 2006, Maddy seems always to blaze with life, but is perhaps like the 
proverbial candle that “burns most brightly just before it goes out.” She gets 
the Tony nomination in 1996 when she's in her prime, still highly active and 
ambitious,showing no signs of slowing down. 

It's true that she burst onto the Broadway scene as an ingenue in Kath- 
erine Cornell's company, quickly became an acclaimed leading lady, and has 
occasional longings for those halcyon days, but one of hermost admirable 
traits is living life with gratitude and without regrets-for better or worse. 

Norah Long will brilliantly capture that dazzling "star quality", which 
makes Maddy seem ageless, despite her uphill struggles. And Norah will 
expertly find the empathetic qualities in Maddy's personality an behavior. 
As a director, I'll be there to help her, and her two equally remarkable young 
colleagues, Tony Potts [son Charlie] and Siena Forest [daughter], find the 
most effective and meaningful choices. 


How is Three Decembers relevant to today’s 


audiences? 

I think that what makes Three Decembers relevant are the recognizable 
personalities and situations in thestory. This piece is about a dysfunctional 
family of damaged people trying to heal and love one another in positive 
ways. The themes of unresolved grief, challenges of being a single, working 
mother, the causes and effects of addictive behavior, and the absolute neces- 
sity for mutual respect, honesty and trust, are universal, and are dealt with 
in highly empathetic ways, humorously and dramatically. Love is only part of 
the resolution for this family—but it’s the most significant part. 


Skylark has metamorphosed since its founding in 
1980; how do you look to the future? 


Skylark Opera Theatre continues to evolve in wonderful ways. I first per- 
formed with the company in 1997,when it was Northstar Opera, (founded in 
1980 as Opera in St. Paul), producing operettas, traditional opera and rarely 
performed works. I directed Donizetti’s Elixir of Love (1998), Gilbert & Sul- 
livan’s Jolanthe (2006), Berlin to Broadway With Kurt Weill and Offenbach’s 
La Belle Helene (both in 2003), whichdemonstrate the spectrum of the com- 
pany’s work. In 2016, it was rebranded as Skylark Opera Theatre, and contin- 
ues to expand its mission and repertoire to include musicals, music-theater, 
classic and contemporary opera, sung in English and innovatively staged. 


And audience response? 

Im pleased to report that audiences have shown great support for the 
smaller works in intimate spaces.My adaptation of Tchaikovsky’s Eugene 
Onegin, performed in the main gallery at TMORA, was a sold-out success. 


Jungle Theatre should be an especially good fit for 


this opera. 
The Jungle will be an appropriately “theatrical” venue for this opera about 


a Broadway star and her adult children. The acoustics are ideal, since the 
singers don’t use mics, and audiences will be able toappreciate the subtleties 
of their acting without the need for or distraction of supertitles. 


Was the original opera commissioned by the 
Houston Grand Opera from a play or a story by 


Terrance McNally? 

The opera was commissioned by Houston Grand Opera and San Fran- 
cisco Opera in 2008, and when Jake Heggie asked his friend and collaborator 
Terrence McNally for some ideas about a story, the esteemed playwright 
immediately suggested his one-act play, Some Christmas Letters, written for 
an AIDS benefit and performed with Julie Harris as Maddy. 

Gene Scheer masterfully turned that script into the libretto, keeping the 
humor and sensitivity of the originalwhile increasing the dramatic tensions 
and emotional impact. Heggie’s eloquent musical language lifts the text into 
operatic territory, although he’s called the piece his “musical,” due to its 
melodic accessibility. 


Any other aspects of Three Decembers you'd like 


to share with Lavender readers? 

Since Madeline Mitchell's son, Charlie, is gay and tragically loses his 
beloved partner to AIDS, I am immensely grateful to Dylan Boyer at the 
Aliveness Project for collaborating with us during the run of the show, to 
provide educational information about AIDS, HIV testing, and supportive 
resources available in our community. We look forward to a panel discus- 
sion with Aliveness staff and members of our cast, after a Sunday matinee, 
to increase awareness and understanding. 

Three Decembers will play at the Jungle Theatre May 12-14 and 19-21, 
2023. For further information, see www.jungletheatre.org. Ш 
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How To Have A Grand Old Day 
In Saint Paul This June 


BY ELISE MAREN 


After three years of being unable to kick off 
summer with Grand Old Day due to the pandem- 
ic, it returns this year on June 4th from 9:30 AM- 
6:00 PM for its 50th anniversary! According to 
co-chair Brian Wagner, the committee organizing 
the event felt that the health of our community is 
more important than the strong desire to gather 
and maintain this treasured tradition. 


This is the largest one-day festival in the Midwest attracting over 
200,000 guests. Visitors can expect Minnesota State Fair-style crowds 
running up and down two miles of the three mile Grand Old Day cor- 
ridor of Grand Avenue. Familiar attractions will include the parade, en- 
tertainment stages at Billy’s and Red Rabbit, as well as a family area at 
Hidden River Junior High. New or returning festival attractions include 
а car show, a two-mile fun run, a pride stage, a major media sponsored 
stage, a pickleball exhibition match, a cornhole tournament, dog races, a 
non-profit and artisan corridor, a high school stage sponsored by School 
of Rock, and a mocktail garden. 

Grand Old Day is proud to kick off Pride Month on the first weekend 
of June. 

The fun run will begin just west of Snelling Avenue and end at Dale 
beginning at 8:00 AM. The 85-100 entries in the parade will begin at 9:30 
AM and last approximately until 11:00 AM. The parade includes every- 
thing from the Saint Paul Winter Carnival Bouncing Team to dignitaries, 
marching bands, floats, and our local Vulcans. The Vulcans are a group 
of local performers that exist based on an intriguing Winter Carnival 
legend that is worth reading about. There will be a few parade surprises 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary. There are reportedly many people 
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who have experienced meeting their significant other from across the 
intersection, so single attendees may find themselves in the midst of a 
Hallmark-style meet cute. 

Families can play on the western end of Grand in dozens of inflata- 
bles, bungee trampolines, petting zoo, and by watching dog races. The 
School of Rock Stage will occur in the Patagonia parking lot and the dog 
races will happen at high noon on the Macalester College campus. Chil- 
dren can create their own art at the local Junior High. As visitors wander 
east, artisans can be found selling their wares and our lovely Twin Cities 
non-profits will be recruiting and fundraising. Multiple local and regional 
artists will be represented in the artisan corridor from Hamline to Snel- 
ling. One local artist is coordinating live performance art and hands-on 
art making to engage with the visitors and artists who are present. 

Grand Old Day will host stages and beer gardens along with a diverse 
musical lineup that will be announced in May. Attendees may even see 
some WWF-style wrestling. There will be a wide variety of food that in- 
cludes Midwestern fair classics such as offerings from restaurants on 
Grand, hot cheese curds, corn dogs, mini donuts, and ice cream. Grand 
Old Day looks forward to welcoming Justin Sutherland with his new 
sandwich shop, the Big E, on Grand Avenue. Justin Sutherland is an 
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acclaimed Twin Cities Chef that opened the first location of the Big E 
in Portland, Oregon last year. This gourmet sandwich shop will inhabit 
the former Grand Pizzeria space located next to Grand Ole Creamery. 
Justin Sutherland won “Iron Chef America” and owns other Twin Cities 
restaurants like the Handsome Hog. Big E is named after Biggie Smalls, 
one of Justin Sutherland’s favorite rappers. All of the sandwiches are 
named for certain musicians or songs that he loves like “Her Name is 
Yoshimi”, which melds scrambled egg with pickled daikon, lump crab, 
bean sprout, scallions, and miso aioli. Eggs appear to be a central theme 
in the menu. 

On September 10th, Grand Avenue will host Paws on Grand which 
includes Weiner dog races, a pet marketplace, and pet portraits. Several 
rescue organizations attend and host doggie kissing booths. Grand Av- 
enue also hosts the Grand Meander in December which features holiday 
markets, caroling, and visits to Santa. 

Many thanks to festival co-chair Brian Wagner for making this event 
and article possible. We appreciate his passion for community building 
and supporting Twin Cities small businesses. The Reimagine Grand Old 
Day Task Force aims to continue the event in a sustainable fashion from 
which to grow that also prioritizes engaging community residents and 
promotes Grand Avenue as a world-class destination for shopping, enter- 
tainment, and dining. More information can be found at www.grandave. 


com or the event Facebook page. 
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Summer 
What To Do 


BY LINDA RAINES 


Summers in Minnesota are all-too short, 
these warm and golden days that are to 
be savored and treasured after a long, 
cold winter. Residents here know not to 
squander them, we know to fill them with 
as much fun and activity as we can, and 
local communities are more than happy 
to help out by providing a multitude of 
festivals, fairs, and celebrations to fill 
these long, sun-soaked days. 


JUNE 


Edina Art Fair 

June 2 - 4- 5Oth and France, Edina, MN 
With approximately 250,000 - 300.000 
visitors to this three-day festival, this top 
ranked art fair is not one to be missed! 
www.5Othandfrance.com/art-fair 


Minnesota United FC Pride Night 
June 3 · 7:30 РМ. Alliance Field, St. Paul, MN 
Show your Pride as the Loons take to the field 
against Toronto FC and show their support for 
the incredible diversity among their LGBTQ 
fans. 

www.mnufc.com 


Grand Old Day 

June 4 - Grand Avenue, St. Paul, MN 

It's back and better than ever! St. Paul's kick- 
off to summer makes its return. 
www.grandave.com/grand-old-day 


Saint Paul Saints Pride Night 
June 8 - 7:07 РМ · CHS Field, St. Paul 

Dress in your rainbow best and come out to 
see the Saints take on lowa! 
www.milb.com/st-paul 


Judy Garland Festival 2023 

June 8 - 11- Grand Rapids, MN 

Grab your ruby slippers and travel the yellow 
brick road to Dorothy's hometown...not 
Kansas, but the hometown of Judy Garland! 
www.judygarlandmuseum.com 
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Excelsior Art On The Lake 

June 10 - 11: Water Street, Excelsior, MN 
Enjoy perusing over 14O artists displaying 
original works alongside live music and a 
variety of food offerings. 
www.excelsiorlakeminnetonkachamber.com/ 
art-on-the-lake 


Minnesota Twins Pride Night 
June 16 - 7:10 РМ. Twins vs. Detroit - Target 
Field, Minneapolis 

Dress in your rainbow gear and cheer on the 
Twins as they celebrate the vibrant LGBTQIA+ 
community so prevalent in Twins Territory. 
www.mlb.com/twins 


Stone Arch Bridge Festival 

June 17 - 18 - West River Parkway, 
Minneapolis 

Join more than 2OO artists and culinary artists 
for this festival along the river in our 28th year. 


www.stonearchbridgefestival.com 


Minnesota Lynx Pride Night 
June 22 - 7:00 РМ. Target Center, 
Minneapolis 

Come out and celebrate Pride Night as the 
Lynx take on the Connecticut Sun. 
wwwiynx.wnba.com 


Twin Cities Jazz Festival 

June 23 - 24 - Mears Park, 221 5th St. E., 
St. Paul 

Join us to help us celebrate our 25th year! 
www.twincitiesjazzfestival.com 


Wayzata Art Experience 

June 24 - 25 - Downtown Wayzata, ММ 

The jewel of Lake Minnetonka welcomes art 
lovers from across the Twin Cities to enjoy a 
celebration of art, music, food, and fun for all 
ages. 
www.artexperience.wayzatachamber.com 


JULY 


Minnehaha Falls Art Fair 

July 14 - 16 - Minnehaha Falls Park, 
Minneapolis, MN 

Join us for a Zero Waste Event! Every booth 
will have at least some items under $530. 
Parking is very limited, so biking and public 
transportation are recommended. 
www.minnehahafallsartfair.com 


Lakefront Music Fest 2023 

July 14 - 15 Lakefront Park, Prior Lake, MN 
Rock music? We've got it. Country music? 
We've got that, too! Lynyrd Skynyrd, Darius 
Rucker, REO Speedwagon and more! 
www.akefrontmusicfest.com 


Stillwater Lumberjack Days 

July 14 - 16 - Lowell Park, Riverfront, 
Stillwater, MN 

Don your plaid and join us for the 86th Annual 
Stillwater Lumberjack Days filled with live 
music, a parade, a medallion hunt, vendors, 
contests ad Lumberjack competitions! 
www.umberjackdays.com 
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Loring Park Art Festival 

July 29 - 30 - Loring Park, Minneapolis 

A Twin Cities staple since 2000, this event 
features 14O visual artists showcasing and 
selling their work, strolling musicians, stage 
performances, children’s activities and 
numerous culinary options for everyone. 
www.oringparkartfestival.com 


Aquatennial 

July 19 - 22 · Minneapolis, MN 

A parade, fireworks, fun for all ages - this 
is the official civic celebration of the City of 
Minneapolis! 

www.aquatennial.com 


North Star Regional Rodeo 

July 29 - ЗО. Gates open at 11 АМ. 
Deadbroke Arena, Hugo, MN 

Come out and enjoy competition between 
some of the best LGBTQ rodeo riders and 
competitors in the Midwest. 
WWW.hsgra.org 


Minnesota Pottery Festival 

July 29 - 3O - Masonic West River Park, 
Hutchinson, MN 

Featuring 35 potters from all over the nation, 
you can browse racks of original, unique 
gifts from the weird to the wonderful. 
Demonstrations, free kids' activities, food and 
beverage trucks and more. 
www.mnpotteryfestival.com 


AUGUST 


Uptown Art Fair 

August 4 — ó - Lake Street and Hennepin 
Avenue, Uptown, Minneapolis 

Produced by the Uptown Association, this 
juried fine arts festival has a reputation for 
being one of the most exceptional art fairs in 
the country. 
www.uptownminneapolis.com/uptown-art- 
fair 


Powderhorn Art Fair 

August 5 - ó · Powderhorn Park, Minneapolis 
Come on out for the 32nd annual fine art and 
fine crafts event featuring over 15O artists, 
immersive art installations, food vendors and 
more! 

www.powderhornartfair.com 


Minnesota Fringe Festival 

August 3 - 13th - Various venues 

Тпеге5 something for everyone at the Fringe! 
www.minnesotafringe.org 


Bayfront Blues Festival 2023 


August 11 - 13 · Bayfront Festival Park, Duluth, 


MN 

One of the largest annual outdoor music 
events in the upper Midwest hosts nearly 
20,000 fans to more than ЗО different acts 
on two stages. 

www.bayfrontblues.com 


LGBTQ* Boundary Waters Trip 
August 23 ~ 27 · $795 per person, with 
possible financial assistance based on need - 
Maximum of 8 in group · Ely, MN 

Ely Outfitting Company & Boundary Waters 
Guide Service is a gay-owned business that 
supports diversity and inclusion in outdoor 
Spaces, so this is a great opportunity to make 
new friends and meet interesting people in a 
beautiful locale! www.elyoutfittingcompany. 
com/lgbtq-boundary-woaters-trip 


Minnesota State Fair 

August 24 - September 4 · Minnesota State 
Fairgrounds, St. Paul 

Pronto Pups, cheese curds, deep-fried 
everything on a stick, music, animals and 
hanging out with thousands of people? It can 
only be The Great Minnesota Get-Together! 
www.mnstatefair.org 


NAGAAA Softball World Series 
August 28 - September 2: Various sites in the 
Metro Area 

"Light Up the North" as one of the largest 
annual gay sporting events in the world 
returns to Minnesota! Over 20O teams from 
45 cities across the US and Canada will 

take part in nearly 9ОО games at softball 
complexes in the metro area. Don't miss out! 
wwwightupthenorth.org 


LGBTQ+ BOUNDARY 
WATERS CANOE TRIP 


AUGUST 23 - 


27, 2023 


iw 


ELY OUTFITTING COMPANY 


` 


Elg, Minnesóta 


A QUEER LED GUIDED & OUTFITTED BWCAW 
CANOE CAMPING “ADVENTURE EXCLUSIVELY FOR 


THOSE WHO IDENTIFY AS LGBTO:. 


SIGN UP SOLO OR WITH A FRIEND. NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 


ELYOUTFITT 


NGCOMPANY.COM/LGBTOTRIP 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 25 


OUR | SUMMER PREVIEW 


P es ferday’s Rain,” 


—“omorrows Rainbow == 


> 
Ё SV y ec E pm TARALA 
a ` 


With both its fortieth anniversary and annual 
Walk to End HIV this summer, Rainbow Health 
has a lot to celebrate this year. 


As Rainbow Health CEO Jeremy Hanson Willis says, “It’s vital we 
remember that 2023 is not just the forty-year recognition of Rainbow 
Health or Minnesota AIDS Project or any one organization; 2023 is the 
recognition that we as a community have come together time and again 
to demand what we deserve and build what we need.” 

But it’s clear that Minnesota’s LGBTQ community wouldn’t be where 
we are today without the work of organizations like Rainbow Health, 
which was founded in 1983 as Minnesota’s first organization to fight 
AIDS as the Minnesota AIDS Project (MAP). 

For more than thirty years, MAP focused its work on leading the 
fight to end HIV in Minnesota. Five years ago, MAP merged with the 
Rainbow Health Initiative and Training to Serve, and it later renamed 
itself Rainbow Health. 

“We advocate for and serve LGBTQ+ communities, people living with 
HIV, and others facing barriers to health care,” Hanson Willis says. “Our 
approach is trauma-informed, harm reduction-based, and meets people 
where they are. We are grounded in the legacy of our fight against HIV 
by applying the models of advocacy and care that the AIDS movement 
pioneered to address the health issues our community faces today.” 

As the fight against AIDS and the fight for LGBTQ health equity has 
transformed over the past forty years, so too must our movement for 
social change, Hanson Willis emphasizes. “While we have made great 
medical progress, that has not been matched by social progress. Today, 
the fight against HIV and health injustice is less about access to life- 
saving medicine than it is about ending racism, sexism, homophobia, 
and transphobia.” 

He continues, “The best way to fight HIV and other health issues 
facing LGBTQ communities is to fight for greater health equity and that 
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is Rainbow Health's focus today. Our legacy organizations merged to be- 
come greater than the sum or our parts and focus resources and energy 
on those at the intersection of multiple identities." 

This emphasis on social justice has been core to Rainbow Health 
since its merger, which sharpened the organization's focus on fighting 
for health equity over any one disease or community. 

“We've done this by providing compassionate whole-person care and 
by advocating for healthcare that says anyone can go to any hospital, any 
clinic, any treatment center, or any senior center in Minnesota and get 
the care they need and deserve,” Hanson Willis explains. 

The merger has also strengthened Rainbow Health’s commitment to 
whole-person care, which connects medical and mental health with other 
services, like housing, legal advocacy, and more. 

“Rainbow Health’s unified mission is more relevant to our current 
context and the current realities of people’s lives as diverse people,” he 
adds. 

While Rainbow Health’s commitment to ending HIV in Minnesota is 
a priority—especially with HIV outbreaks in Minneapolis and Duluth—it 
also offers free PrEP for HIV, free tele-health medical visits to access 
PrEP free injecting drug syringes, and free HIV tests. 

“We provide the most comprehensive care for people living with HIV 
in Minnesota to help get people’s viral load to undetectable, making their 
HIV untransmittable. Secondly, we are expanding our mental health 
therapy as fast as we can to meet the unique and specialized needs of 
our community. We now have fifteen psychotherapists providing care to 
individuals, families, and groups — both youth and adults,” Hanson Wil- 
lis says. “Thirdly, we’re growing our commitment to advocating for and 
serving older LGBTQ+ folks and people aging with HIV. Lastly, we are 
working hard to make sure that all of our more than twenty programs 
are aligned so that it’s easier for people to access whatever they need.” 

Rainbow Health recently announced its largest private donation in 
the organization’s history: A $2 million, three-year grant from the United 
Health Foundation that will expand access to mental health and support 
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tive community has made together in our work 
to end HIV,” Hanson Willis says. “This half-day 
event will feature speakers, performances, a 
community resource fair, food trucks, family- 
friendly activities, and much more. All are 
welcome to walk with us in remembrance and 
in honor of the lives lost and the thousands of 
Minnesotans whose daily lives continue to be 
impacted by HIV today.” 

To mark its fortieth anniversary, Rainbow 
Health is looking to the future and preparing 
for what’s next. 

“What’s next is centering and affirming 
those who face the most barriers to health and 
have the greatest need for affirmation,” Han- 
son Willis says. “What’s next is shaking up the 
status quo and designing new ways to connect 
people to care. What’s next is supporting the 
voices of the unheard. What’s next is demand- 
ing what we deserve and building what we 
services to LGBTQ and BIPOC youth and young adults. This will provide culturally responsive, need. What's next is moving forward by leav- 
high-quality, affirming mental health care to more than 250 young Minnesotans. It will also di- ing no one behind.” 
rectly address the high rates of suicide, depression, and anxiety in our community for hundreds He adds, “We celebrate our legacy by tak- 
of young people and their families. ing it into the future.” 

As Rainbow Health celebrates its fortieth anniversary, it’s also preparing for the thirty-fourth 
Annual Minnesota Walk to End HIV, which will be on Saturday, Мау 13 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM Minnesota Walk to End HIV 
at the Como Midway Picnic Pavilion in Saint Paul. May 13, 2023, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM 

“Our theme this year focuses on the ‘Power of Community: Honoring Our Past. Building the Como Midway Picnic Pavilion, Saint Paul 
Future.’ We wanted the Walk to End HIV to be a celebration of the progress and strides our collec- = www.p2p.onecause.com/mnwalktoendhiv 


— 


MAY 15, 2025 


WALK TO 


END HIV 
MINNESOTA (WW 


$9) 


"ir 1 UL LE 
COMO MIDWAY PICNIC PAVILION AND MORE! 
St Paul, Minnesota * 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


R^INBOW 
HEALTH 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 27 


OUR SCENE | SPORTS 


“No Hands Fans” 


Minnesota United Football Club Is Followed by 
Dark Clouds...And Likes It 


It's the craziest rain you'll ever experience, 
a slurry of sight and sound and self...and some- 
thing else, as well. That craziness makes sense, 
of course, because this rain comes from the 
southern section of a major league stadium, itself 
a giant, argent nimbus nestled into the intersec- 
tion of Interstate 94 and Snelling Avenue. 

It’s arain of sight: the waving is the most obvi- 
ous part of such spoutage-that is, the flag-waving, 
the foam-waving, the tifo-waving, the scarf-wav- 
ing, the hand-waving, and even the occasional 
baby-waving. The crazy rain is a rain of sound, 
too: front rank musical instruments hit the notes 
with all the careful precision of an ax murder, 
stitching unbalanced voices into a Frankensound 
somewhere between a chant and shanty: Minne- 
sota Black and Blue, woo-000-00-woo! 

While the crazy rain fortifies the home team, 
that drizzle simultaneously corrodes the play- 
ers wearing uniforms that are neither black nor 
blue—that is to say, Brand X, the visitors, the op- 
ponents, they who bar the home team's way to 
victory. These eleven pitiable figures-especially 
the poor goal keeper-are buffeted by torrents of 
vocal bruises that are as well-researched as they 
are well-crafted. 

This shower of proud, self-described “jack- 
assery” is precipitated by the Dark Clouds, a fan 
organization whose mission is “to support Min- 
nesota United Football Club and actively build 
communities where all around welcome,” accord- 
ing to its website. (Minnesota United Football 
Club, nicknamed the Loons, is, of course, the 
Saint Paul-based Major League Soccer franchise 
indulging in that handsless sport that arrogantly 
calls itself “football” in nations not abbreviated 
with letters U, S, and A.) 

At first glance, a cumulonimbus-themed fan 
group supporting a duck-themed pro team might 
seem incongruent, but the truth is, the Loons’ 
most fervent fandom predates the Loons by many 
moons. The Dark Clouds formed in 2004 to sup- 
port the then-current local professional soccer 
team, the Minnesota Thunder. The fan group’s 
origin was a humble one, like-minded, like-heart- 
ed soccer-lovers finding each other during games 
like droplets of water combining in a tuxedo blue 
troposphere. The fan group got thicker even as 
the pro team grew thinner. 

The Minnesota Thunder eventually rumbled 
into myth and history...but the Dark Clouds 
persisted. They loved the now-dissipated team, 
sure...but they loved the now-dissipated team’s 
sport even more. The Dark Clouds have since 
supported Minnesota-based professional soccer 
as it’s manifested across various leagues and with 
different teams, including two versions of the 
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Minnesota Stars, as well as the pre-Major League 
and current Minnesota United Football Club. 
Each new manifestation forced the Dark Clouds 
to drift from venue to venue... but in recent years, 
they've found a (hopefully) permanent home in 
Sections 22 and 23 of Allianz Field. 

Over the course of their nearly two decades 
of collective existence, the Dark Clouds have 
become more than just a rabid gaggle of Loons- 
loony fans—they’ve made themselves into a kind 
of team of their own, sporting such grown-up fea- 
tures as bylaws, awards, newsletters, and a board 
of directors. This infrastructure is most meaning- 
ful when it makes real the Dark Cloud’s charity 
work, brought to benevolent life under the ban- 
ner of the Silver Lining. Benefiting local charities 
include the Sanneh Foundation, Second Harvest 
Heartland, and Free Bikes 4 Kids, among many, 
many others. 

Just as dark clouds contribute to rainbows, 
the Dark Clouds contribute to human rights. 
“June is Pride Month,” the community builders 
note on their website, “when we take the oppor- 
tunity to celebrate and support LGBTQ commu- 
nities in Minnesota and beyond.” In past years, 
this support has taken shape in a way that turns 
the Loons’ on-field success into the Dark Clouds’ 
off-field benevolence. 

Silver Lining’s Prideraisers has offered do- 
nors the opportunity to pledge a dollar amount for 
each goal scored by Minnesota United during the 
month of June. Past donees of these suspense- 
inducing donations have included such Twin 
Cities queer stalwarts as Reclaim!, the Aliveness 
Project, and Avenues for Homeless Youth. Other 
nonprofits with which the Dark Clouds have col- 
laborated include Twin Cities Pride, TC Jacks, 
Gay4Soccer, OutfrontMN, Playing For Pride, 
Trans Lifeline, Trans United, and the Victory In- 
stitute. 

The team being supported by the Dark 
Clouds boasts its own means of queer support, 
as well. On June 3, 2023, the Minnesota United 
Football Club will host Pride Night, the details 
of which, like love, they’re happy to share. “The 
Loons LOVE love,” the team’s website proclaims. 
“Minnesota United is focusing on amplifying the 
rich diversity that lives within the LGBTQ+ com- 
munity.” 

Pride is celebrated by the Loons after and be- 
fore the actual game. “Match activations include 
a game-worn jersey auction and added entertain- 
ment and experiences on the Lawn Layover,” 
Minnesota United’s website predicts, referring to 
a kind of official yard party that precedes every 
home game. 


This commitment to LGBTQ equality is no 
mere fad: Minnesota United Football Club was 
the first professional sports team to sign, as a 
group, the pledge crafted by Athlete Ally, a non- 
profit organization that provides public aware- 
ness campaigns, educational programming, and 
tools to foster inclusive sports communities. As 
the Loons put it, “The club celebrates Pride all- 
year long, but Pride Night is a chance to high- 
light, reflect, and spread awareness on the mis- 
sion to protect queer and trans rights.” 

Regardless of what a given weather report 
might predict, the Loons, while playing at home, 
will always be followed by Dark Clouds that re- 
lease crazy rain made of sight and sound and 
self...and something else, as well—simple be- 
longing. “All are welcome,” both the team and 
their fans echo, again and again, on their dispa- 
rate websites. And so long as soccer’s craziest 
fans occupy the chrome-glittery Allianz Field, the 
Dark Clouds will always be surrounded by a sil- 
ver lining. ll 


Minnesota United FC Pride Night vs Toronto FC 
June 3, 2023 at 7:30 PM 

Allianz Field, Saint Paul 

Tickets: www.seatgeek.com/toronto-fc-at-min- 
nesota-united-fc-tickets/mls/2023-06-03-7-30- 
pm/5712113 


Dark Clouds 
www.dark-clouds.com 
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Care as Unique as Your Needs 


Call today to schedule a tour! 
612.920.2030 
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JONES-HARRISON 


SENIOR LIVING 


3700 Cedar Lake Ave., Mpls, MN 55416 
jones-harrison.org 
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To reserve ad space, call 


612-436-4660 


or email 
info@lavendermagazine.com 


Deadline: | 


Available in print, online, and on the Issuu app. 


Lavender is distributed at more than 430 sites, including around all major Pride events. 
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“Working hard for our clients while serving the community” 


NoPlaceLikeHome@Results:net 
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Meaningful connections for older adults. 


Coffee Talk 
Phone Companions 
Visiting Companions 


Read us on 
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Meaningful work. 
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something that matters? 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 

To reserve your listing in 
Community Connection, email 
advertising@lavendermagazine. 
com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
Foster Adopt Minnesota 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@fosteradoptmn.org 
www.fosteradoptmn.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GRANTMAKERS/FUNDERS 
PFund Foundation 

PFund is the LGBTQ+ community 
foundation that provides grants to 
students and grants to non-profits. 
PO Box 3640 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612-870-1806 
www.pfundfoundation.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive service. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55102 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.caliveness.org 
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Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health clinic and 
education center, now in Minneapolis. 
1919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 473-0800 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 
Meeting the health needs of LGBTQ+ 
people and those living with HIV with 
holistic service. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MORTGAGE 

Nonprofit Mortgage Company 
Purchase, refinance, and home equity 
loans. I'll help you with every step of the 
process. NMLS 2259195 1608823. An Equal 
Housing Opportunity 

Betsy Phillips @ 651-274-9367 
www.LoansbyBetsy.com 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Bakken Museum 

Exhibits and programs to inspire a 
passion for innovation through science, 
technology, and the humanities. 

3537 Zenith Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 926-3878 

www.thebakken.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Guthrie Theater 

Open to the public year-round, 

the Guthrie produces classic and 
contemporary plays on three stages. 
818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Designate Thomas 
Søndergård, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Woshington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 

info@ordway.org 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
1430 W. 28th St., Ste. B 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
An inclusive and affirming community 
ransforming lives through God's love. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIOR LIVING 
Friends & Co 
Fostering meaningful connections for 
older adults for 50+ years. Offering 
quick drop-in chat line, phone & visiting 
companionship services. 

2550 University Ave. W., Ste. 260-S 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

612) 721-1400 

www.friendsco.org 


Senior Community Services 

Providing non-medical services that meet 
he changing needs of older adults & 
support their caregivers. 

0201 Wayzata Blvd., Ste. 335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org/lav 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | 

welcome @chlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320 

Host Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.org 
Supported Decision-Making | 
888-806-6844 

Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 
Discover St. Louis Park 

Minnesota's Sweet Spot! Visit us for 
exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Ste. 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Greater St. Cloud 

Give yourself a break. Visit Greater St. 
Cloud. 

1411 W. St. Germain St., Ste. 104 

St. Cloud, MN 56301 

(320) 251-4170 

infoGvisitstcloud.com 

www. visitstcloud.com 


YOUTH 
The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


INSURANCE 


HOME SERVICES 


Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


Estimates 7am-4:30pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Аме. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


Bill’s 
Gun Shop & Range 
We've IA лай 


Training - Safety - F 
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Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter - Hudson - Fargo 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


Davina M. Baldwin 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto - Home : Life 
* Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 
Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com \@ 


Serving you for over 100 years! ==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


REAL ESTATE 


HOME SERVICES 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Uptown - MPLS 
Health & Beauty Spa with a Variety of Services 


6125/85673 | bodyologympls.com 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disi 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
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COLDWELL BANKER TEAM 

REALTY Live Well. Invest Wisely. 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612. 827. 2227 
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The Challenge of Home Mortgages 
for LGBTQ Seniors 


The most important step to buying a new 
home is to get the financing necessary to pay 
for it. A mortgage is a rite of passage where 
the first-time home buyer goes through a test 
of ensuring you can afford a home. 

For LGBTQ seniors, they have experience 
dealing with mortgages. Whether they have 
paid off their first one or are working through 
the latest one on their new home, the process 
may be familiar to seasoned homeowners. 

Or, is it? We asked Bob Austin, a Mortgage 
banker at Alerus in Minnetonka to give us his 
take on the financing side of home buying and 
selling for LGBTQ seniors. 

In regards to the current market, Austin 
also reports that “there really isn’t any risk spe- 
cial to the LGBTQ senior in the current mar- 
ket, however, there may be some surprise at 
what the current interest rate may be. Most re- 
tiring seniors haven’t had a mortgage in a long 
time or they most likely refinanced to rates in 
the lower 3s or even the 2s. With interest rates 
hovering around 6%, that could be quite the 
surprise.” 

In fact, mortgage rates continue to rise. The 
latest figures show rates now closing in on 7%. 

If you’re the one selling your current home, 
“one thing to keep in mind when selling is 
that there will generally be cost involved as a 
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seller,” explains Austin. “This cost may impact 
your net proceeds from the sale of their depar- 
ture property.” 

Austin further explains that “[a] general 
rule of thumb is to take 92% of the sale price 
as the amount of proceeds you would get from 
the sale of the home. Then, reduce that amount 
by any mortgages that you have on the prop- 
erty. So if you sold your home for $400,000, you 
would receive approximately $368,000 from 
that sale. If you still owe $200,000 on that prop- 
erty, you would net $168,000. This $168,000 
could then be used for your down payment 
and closing cost on the purchase of the new 
property. The best way to determine what your 
net proceeds would be is to ask your Realtor to 
complete what is called a Net Sheet.” 

At this point, you already found your next 
home. However, Austin points out that “Seniors 
tend to prefer buying a new property before 
selling their departure property, as they may 
feel more secure knowing where they will live 
before selling their home. This could pose a 
problem if they don’t have significant funds for 
a down payment and closing cost.” 

“Generally,” Austin explains, “seniors may 
have paid off or paid down their mortgage to 
a level that provides them with a lot of equity 
and if this is the case, they may be able to use a 


bridge loan for the down payment and closing 
cost on the new purchase. A bridge loan is a 
loan on the departure property and is paid back 
when the property sells.” 

Another point Austin makes is regarding 
home buyers who have since retired from 
work. “If applying for a mortgage to purchase 
as retired person,” explained Austin, “you 
would need to have a consistent income. So- 
cial Security income and retirement/pension 
income can be used for qualifying for a loan, 
but it may be less than what someone was mak- 
ing prior to retiring. So it’s a good idea to get 
pre-approved to determine if the income is suf 
ficient qualify for the loan.” 

Austin continues that, sometimes, “pen- 
sion income may not be enough, but increas- 
ing the distribution from the pension plan may 
work just fine. For social security income, you 
would want to have the set up and have a ben- 
efits award letter showing the amount of the 
monthly income.” 

When you are ready to switch homes, get 
a good mortgage banker to guide you through 
the process. This alone will make your home 
shopping process much easier – especially for 
us LGBTQ Seniors! E 
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Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 
Join Lavender and our host partners, Ma’am and Quorum 


THURSDAY 


May 4 ° 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


Park Tavern 


3401 Louisiana Ave S 
St. Louis Park 


PRESENTED BY: 
entertaining you! 
Chanhassen | RULY 
DINNER THEATRES HARD SELTZER 


TWIN CITIES LGBTQ+ HAPPY HOUR 
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MUSIL IN MOTION% | 

Jon Kimura YA Creative Partner Ча A M 

Minnesota Orchestra Creative 

Partner and pianist Jon Kimura k " 

Parker returns alongside our 

summer Artist in Residence, the 

pioneering breaking collective 


BRKFST Dance Company, to share 
a summer of music that moves us. 
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Come early and stay late! 


SOUNDS + BITES 
ON PEAVEY PLAZA 


» Pre-order your Bubbles + Bites package 
now at minnesotaorchestra.org/bites 


* Enjoy free entertainment by outstanding 
local performers on the magnificent 
Peavey Plaza. 


* Sip a beverage next to the 
reflecting pool during our 
$5 Happy Hour while 
you listen. 


All artists, programs, dates and prices subject to change. Photo credits available online. 
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612-371-5656 | minnesotaorchestra.org/summer | FOO #mnorch 


